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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





— 77>a MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address^ 
Period for Reply 

_rz::LMONTH(S) from the maiung date 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE: 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, ty default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from die nriailing date of this communication . 

- Fanure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Status 

J>( Responsive to communication(s) filed nn /^^'^^ ; Q-iTZxC C^^f^ (\Sif ^, 

JI^This action is RNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Cialnis 

;S^aaim(s)_ 



. is/are pending in the application. 



Of tiie above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

^;JI^CIaim{s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



. is/are wHhdrawn from consideration. 



. is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on__: Is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on „ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

□ Acl(nowledgment is made of a dalm for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of tiie priority documents have been 

□ receh^ed. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not receivedi__: • • : 

Attachment(s) 



□ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). . 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Sumnrmry, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Infonmal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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Art Unit: 1711 

1 . An amendment has been filed on May 26, 2000 (paper no 5). 

2. Rejection of claims 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 1 1, and 12 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph (see 
office action paper no. 4, section 1) is now withdrawn. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Merrrill 
(USP 5377760) in view of Messenger (US? 4579668) or Parsons (USP 21 19829) further in view 



This rejection is incorporated here by reference from section 4 of prior office action, 
paper no. 4). 

Applicant's arguments filed May 26, 2000 (paper no. 5) have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

On page 7, paper no. 5, the applicant argues that all above references teach addition of 
reinforcing materials in fluids while instant claims require them to be mixed dry. This 
difference has already ^^pdnted out by the examiner in the office action. The examiner has 
also provided a motivation to use a dry mixture (please see page 4, paper no. 4, paragraph 2) in 
the gel of Merrill. Applicants' arguments are therefore not persuasive. 

Rejection of claims 1-4, 7 and 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) (please see section 6, of paper 
no 4) is now withdrawn. 
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4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to U.K. Rajguru whose telephone number is (703) 308-3224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Jim Seidleck, can be reached on (703) 308-2462. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3599. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



0^ 

U.K. Rajguru/om 
August 19, 2000 

'Cannes J. s^\^\^ok 
Supervisory ft.ten^ F^amlner 
lechnQlogy Ceriiar 1700 




